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of 3¢ or smellcr dcnominztions, moncy ordcr, or cheek made paycble to
thc cditor. Mateoriol nccded: articlos, fictlon, poctry, art-work, cte.
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[ This issuc w'. .
nothing hottcr o o
think that 15
arcetty good; broval - Y, uhor; &
90 1ittle of iv. Th. nin psoason
fer thls i3 tho foot that we inos-
iteted to meks ©teo wmcay cdircet
requeate for matorial; wo dout
7ant to do that 2ny morc than wo
can hoip, Lack of aatborial wasa t
the oniy thing, thoush . alsao
lacked that etufi coaenly czallud
logal tonder, As origincolily nisi
ned., LEFRICLAUN was 1o have U.7uile
ty-four pagus and 2011 for ton
cents, Nhow At's down to fourte.n
nascs and WO navo, corrcSondriaje
1y, ecut ,tho nricc ir 21f. Jc
couldn't possibly a2ake any mono
on it anyway; w¢ have ‘the pay-.
mcnts on the ninlo th moos,
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the Bst.™ei o 210
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L bl ey L Tou o 22hd
ags 8 s dee Licthc dets
The P (WL, & oofrod dupl.ecaior
PRl W Waad t 1t. YoM uiirthy
nockr Fow st, DL wo tiink iv's
venns 3L, Teel3, A0 the wlnosing i3
pvad, Shve i moealne 211 the
S o S R ol o'l t’ku
o Rlanc, L ocoulur't peosibly bo
e Te lainarinr ST,

Hew o wow 11z the arv-work
i Ahis 4 think wo'veo

senli o

reily cew soa thing herc, Kos any
O:H'“ fanzdrs sver drosonted tarse
rely new  citishs to the fons
i. on¢ 1srug, csncclally tha first
s toll, we'rc doing it count
T

&= 2
Sy -J -

«i roure 5f, Flevst thoro's G. C.
H¢ 30.0.3 . J1caectady's Neo.o 2 fon,

il_j'dvjﬁlﬁ, noesllc is alse &

Lot Loan: belduve it or notl)
“ati has  hasnk cover, whilch uc

LY

. i sl ; 13 itk Thon t.h\,rc. 8
sores L. sao¥2, anothecr loecl bey.
Herv, Lwen % & sS%fan, but he's 2n
PR SORGER o () 7 xruhuf cad & very swell
: ‘e 4odink nis Miocd Robotlh is
g 1f;runt Lest, and
¢’ oocoms stuff arouvnd
~sul.ves. Jdo're protiy
1., of our "t {(7) hos

B 3s
C.

fwort ecover is  sun--
a Loprochaun, but it

2ad. Bocauso of our
: ‘nciilng, thc rcproduc-
n3 ¢f all o1 thcse aren't as
ar ths originals,

LIS B T R
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ic'rs fairly cortain that
ncxt ich we're geing to bo ablo to
prcae:ni still ancthor now artist,

Zv.r; good fantaey fan shouvlil
kinow what a Lo»rcchaun 1is, In ces:
gcmeanc dacon't, tioushiy a Lopre-
¢haus 3s an  Iriseh falry, ourwces?h
‘'rou feiyry socliuty, Joon W. Sarmp-
bell, Jr., ned 2 s8wuil article on
Whoa Ir UNLKRECIHS last woar;, loo. 1t
upr Lf vou went izere aotails,

Thaaks 5o w  Harry Scrmeric,

arry 6C Lo Lon, &ra, Fnll Ercusch
uho gunt uzx lhu  Schumeganarrative,
zerry . Sasve,; G. S, HOB8¢llo, and
wnoovor sonce tn sonothlng to rill
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page twelve, That mpage 1is still
blank as we type this, and we're
bezinning to worry. We'll fill it

with something but we don't Inow
what at present. The honor of beiny
the first to subscribe goes +to
lLeonerd Marlow. Tnanks, Loonard,
for ycur faith in us.

About future issues. We see no

rzason why we shouldn't be ablae to
kkeen going for a long time to come.
British fandom has been dolng a
fine Job und=2r the clrcumetances;
we ouzht to be able to do even bet-
ter over here. 1If 1t beccmes nec-
cessary to drop LEF, we will, but
we aren't worrying about that--yet.

Ye may increese 1In size some-
wnat 1in the future; probably not
much, thoupgh. So to maxe LEF really
worth a nickle, we'll hnave to im-
prove in other ways. An obvious way
ia to present pnotos. In order to
sive you worti-while photos, we're
soing to ask  your co-operation.
We'd 1ike to have the readers sub-
nit them, Jjust as with other mater-
ial. If you havo & pic which you
taink would bg of intercst to othor
fans, and would be willing to loan
us the negative, s8end it along,
with an article tolling whe or what
1t is. The story brhind the Hicture
wouldn't neve to bec very long, and
we'd return tho neosative as soon as
wo wero through wath it. e home
vou'll fall in with this idece so
that wo'il} Dbe able 1o ~wunve cur
rcadore sonc interesting plrotus.

Yo taink
"Fan GQuoeations
noecded in

likze
iz
in.
it
you *ant to Xnov

tnat soxcthing

and Anawoeis”
fendom. Tnn firat
setallment 1is on pago tiirteon.
therc's anything
Just writc in, and wc'll try to
find the answor, This serviec
should bc csgccially helpful to new
fans, but it's opon to cvervone, 30
uss it 211 you want to,

¥o'd 1liko to gzot somcvody to
do & rogular coluan for I.EF, too.
Is thorc anyonc who would Do wil-.-
ing? Any kind of 2 ccluuan will bo
okey, &8 long @6 1t's i.atiresting.

LY

Then we also want all the
usual kinde of material, That 1is;
articles, fiction, poetiry, art-
work, etc., etc. We'd like every
reader to be & contributer. Don't
nesitate; send ecmething as scon
a3 »nossible. Yeu do your part,
and we'll try to meke IEFRECHATN
the leacding nickle fanzine.

Getting away from LEF for a
second; what do all you guys and
gals think about the Pacificon?
O0f the different plans proposged
by the committee we favor the one
of simply »oetponing the affair
for the duration. The best fea-
ture of tnis plan is that it
would assure a jocod convention
after the var, when it might be
nard to arrange one otherwise. We
think thet & con 1n any coastal
city is out of the question right
now, and transferring the affair
to another city would present far
too meny difficulties to be prac-
tieceble. Before, some fans fron
the East might have gotten out to
Hollywood; but now, transportat-
lon difflculties will make that
impossible. And I don't think
taat anyone would want to see all
fen activitlies curtailled for the
roat of the war. So tho wiscst
thing to do would be to carry on
with all fon activitiea as boforo
Just as far and as 1lon; as »oss-
iPlo ~-- with small locel confer-

cacos  tiking tho place of tac
world convontion, Tho voto will
bo takon Lerech 15, so thers won't
ha

tias for any discussion in the

@23, hat you have our o7ninlon;
lov us xcar Just that  you think
abort 14,

In th2 future, wo'll xcop

the oditorial down to onc pago.
42 hed a lot te say this timo, so

we uecd spacce that will be talken
up after this by the lottor sce-
tion., ¥Yes, at tho risk of Zosiny

tnc nood wili of Harry Schmarjo,
®o will havo & lottor soction. So
plecasy sond in your lottor¢ of
comacnt; 73'd likc to hoar froa
zacn ana overy one of you.

eonoooooo-roooocoolaw"sha-lr

e * 8 04~
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GZIRRY dc la REZ, JR.

Onc quiet covening in 1933, Octobzr 30th, to bc cxact, the most
startling radio broadcast, and what nas bccome one of thc most famous,
was proscnted by Orson 'lollcs and hic iicreury Flavers, Nover bofore
hds onv brozcdecast sikyrockcted ono men into promiancncs overnight, o3
this ono did,

Woll.e' roalistie ranroductior of the H. G. Jells book, "Jarof
ths Worlds", ccuscd morc of a panic than did the rceent Japancse ate
tack on tac Haw&ilan and Philippific’ Islandas.. Hot-oincc the deys of the
Spanish Amcrican iar, whon the Spanish Fleet was  reported off  tne
coast of Nuw Zngland, had the poople of the United Statuas boon quite
so frigintcned.

I was among thc thousznds whe hcerd thot particular Hallowe'ca
broadeast, and I bolicve that my cxplanation of why 3o many pecorle
were caught unawars of tho falscncess of the tale i3 tho nearost to be-
ing corrict.

The Mereury Thoater went on the air at 8:00 P. il., Eastorn Stan-
derd Timo, at tho samc timc that the Charlio iieCartany program bojgan on
another nctwork. Meny pcople turncd to the KeCarthy progsram and 1is—~
toncd to mdger Bergon and nls Stooze erack jokes for the first five
nminutcs, ond then switched tho dizl --- to the Oreon Wclles nrogram 1a
meny cascs,

’ If this nappincd te be the cass, they got in on 1t just in  tinc

to ncar an interludce of danece nmuelic intorrupted with & ncwa bullctin, |

wnieh soundcd oxecentionelly realistic, It wes announced that o stronge
metuor had lended ot Grovers Kills, N, J., &ond a fow minutces  laticer
stlll snoth¢r bullctin camnc througn stating thot huge croaturcs, pro-
sumably lartians, weroe cmerging from this strange ceapsulc,

Beforc long, pcoplc had thoir cors smlucéd to the rc%io, hcaring of
terriblo discetera in and zround New Joerscy. I, for ond, 1likc thous-
ands of others, had nover read  “"The War of tho Worlds", and this,
couplcd with tac foet that I had just finishcd 2 copy of AMAZING STOR-
IES, madc 1t scom qultc poesiblc to me.

Howcver, aftocr turning the dl2l to other stotions, I dismisscd
this ldca, as all oth.r nctworks werc continuing with tholr schedulced
brocdcaste, A fcw minutes latcr the prozrom was switched to Princoton
University, whorc a profossor wos sunposcd to givo his cxplanation of
tho invesion. Tho arofcasor wos Orson Wolles, ond this was the fincl
tip~off, a8 for as I wos conecrnud,

Intercsting Reporcussions

Hundrcdse of what now s.cm humorous incidunts occurrod the country
over, as a rcsult of the fontastic broadecast, In Now York Clty flftcon
pcoplc woro put in hospitals, suffcring from sihock and norvous brock-
downs. Thc story got thc hcadlinee in all New York papers, ond the
Eorcld Tribune cven printed a reproduction of ono cowvor from ARKAZING
STORIZS.

The CBS studio. in Ncw York rgecived hurricd colle from people 21l
over the Motropoliton erce. "I'vs got two bleck cycs", shoutod onc wo-
nan, "I dashcd out of tho housu and roan into somcthing. I'll suc you
for cvery last ccnt you've gotl" Tho oswitchboard of thce New York Doiliy
Nows handled morc than onec thousand c¢2lls  in tho next hour cond onc
nalt,

- Thc supposcdly mythical Grovers Mille turncd out to bé 2n cuthen-
tic ploeo, aond the Willisms form, whcerce the metcor was supposcd to
have landed, renlly wosg in cxistoneo, much to the cmbarrasemcnt of kHr.
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of her 1life, but the annowiaccments friled to got & risc out of her
kusbcond, who called it = lot of noocy.

Hysterienl colle eamc in from u2cctions around Trenton a2nd Grovers
Mills, with the pooprlc swearing they hod scon the meteor fall, cond
worc bcing oveorcomz with tho gee: Tho rodio comprny intorrupted tho
Wollce drome scveral timcs stating thot the program woe cntircly fic-
titious, and Wolter diaehel onnsunccd cmphaticnlly that 'Now Joeracy
wig not boing invoded from Morsd®

Minncopolie ond St. Prul swlitchboords rcported hundreds of c¢olls.
In Atlonte there wos widcsprond worry that the ocnd of tho world had
orrived. The Timcse Dispateh in Richmond, Vo., rcportod thot some of
their tolophonc cclls ceoime from people who said they woro "proying".

Tho Kenscs City Burco of thc Assoclatcd Prcess rocoived quorics
on thc number of dend from Los Angelca; Sclt Loke City; Booumont, Tox-
~.8; and 8t. Joscph, lo, It finnlly got so bad that in Now Jeracy tho
statc polico put out raassuring mosstcges on tho toletype, instructing
tncir officors what it wos 21l obout,

In Wotchang, N. J., on cxeitcd policemon on desk duty ~- notificd
by horrifiocd citizcns that o motoor hod struck somowhorc noorby - scnt
gguad ccrs  out to look for injurod, dAmong tho flood af ctlle to CBS
officos wos onc from Mayor Boarlow, of Ploinficld, N. J., ceking thet
the rodlio station broadeast an cnnouncemont to listonors in his con-
munity that Plalnficld had not bocn struck by the motcor,

Plcas of "whot con we do? Where ecn we o to save oursclyes 7
flocodcd ©New Jorscy polleo switchbonrds from Hobokon to Coapo Moy, 1Ia
Nowerk alonc two poatroliasn Mandled morc than two thousand onlls  froux
tinic hystoriceal persens Lorp:flcd by the feke noews bullctins. Horrcescd

reetinued on nege 13)
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It wasg ono cf '4cse \Qt, 1siﬂ“. Pn“;] n’ mrts T yary little rain-
drop representad itzelf ns z Aistincet "ping." agaunst the %ir raof of
the surroom. Iv was3 & nesty night te b2 cut irg ond 2 tarawey fogrorm
blea,.“5 vut a mou" ‘ul dirse, punctuated 03 the 11 nserdng nctes cf 1
cismel troin whlse ¢rlda litels fo rsnove the feeling of orpraseionm
&r:d _oT2i.1€88 from my Ssirtiu.

Al alovt 2ine s-clock T desed off, desplic “he raaio's *netytent
blash in wmy eur, and the siaczalo chaf+e: cf Dain GWANLE OB LAl

rcof. Anl thea I had 2 drfam. Avn the 3iae. 1 was aﬁh_u ced GC raacing
a type of story soue of ue c¢ill anuas);, axd avan in L) 3L€eeD 1 Wa5
pelted with taoughts cf Lhc subleci, - in k9 Zoim »o 2rodara. Tols “iaz
it resclved 1436l particuiar.y ahotvt 2 car.tin evtndy ol the othav
side of wown, whom I had hecn trying o suamen r guouth  couzage
visit for a foriright or sc, witnnt siceuss, I hed nover egeon Tl
but *the dreem introduced hian %% no...ant I'ow I dcn'o xros what 151
have henpaned rert i1 a jarcling th.eshnne nad net aroused e to gl
Ivlliers,

xltn a snort and a stert I rose and eno* & glance ut the clock on
ure martel a2s I groped my way throusk the rocme, In tne kalfiisht ko
by the fcﬁoJe deE{LJnL, the iaonds dbno:ed twaive ¢ clonk, Had I eloudt
wc lonc? Iu 4idn't suem do, 0% ,e WhGR & perscn dAreard, eazn slacpio
minute equals a vaxiag hour.

1he late nallar #turrncd out to be an old high schocl s3dc xics,
JC9 Sendnaer, Ho was ortrameliy erclhted, aven o tna reint of trving i3
best we ghattur en 2addum Ry Satarun.,  Whon he mensged to ok co-
herenvly. ., .

“T'vo got it, Paul. I'va got it. Yippoc!®

‘Ca..L.‘J dow, yo.l rut. Wnai have you cot, Bow &id you got 1t, &0l
why ion yeu get rid of itf Is it cont agioue?“

Ton't be silly, Raul," The shouting ceased, though he made no
effori to conceal thc joyous pitch of his volco,

‘T may be only a cub rcportcr, but I'vo been granted an lntcrviaw
with Arthur Bristol himsc:i®!® A crackle that T took to be a chuckle
shook *he earphorc,

"You mcCan eee"

“Yep. The old boy has finally roalized that, as an author, it
might not be ase bad after 211 Lo have samo publicity: ard 80 ...3830 WO
5o to hie placo tomorrow."

fwe !

"Of .courso wc. You want Lo 3n¢ kim, don't you?™

"Yeah, but ..

“Okay, thon. Thie is your chancc. The puy has ncver granted an
intorvicw ucforc, and ne probebly neover will egain, You'll go as mv
es e8N, . phiotographer, Yoah, 23 my whotagraphcr, 1I'll call for you at
en sherp in thu morning with plonty of 7az 1n tho buzgy, anrd a cam-
cra, so don't worry about 1ts zosting you a cunt, 8o lung." Po cilck-
cd off's 1 wae glad, of couvrsc, butht a 11tt1lo avbious of +tho outcowo of
tho vieglt, Thaore aae that decer ( . .

© I switehad eff the radio =nd light and xroped my way te the bed-
room, A3 I c¢limbed benoeath thic covors. cvorything of tho day fadod
into unlapcktance., Sleco wae Li.e thing, Tho rain had stoppod, but tae
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“zzaicrn kept 1te voice, and little srherolde of water stlll dripped
-.272:1y from the eaves, tc¢ ciciter on tho tin deczk adjoining the room
1% & thousand angry elves, 'my 1 evor bought a house wlith assorted
*in roofs scattered cbout I dor’'t ¥rew. And so 1 slept,

The next uwerning, Friday tioe c¢leventh, dawned brighter than it
nad for nearly a weeir, My soiriie rose with the sun, and I whistled my
way to the kidschen, retrievel two erxe from the ice box and plunked
them into & pan. In & fe- momeats I sat down to breakfast. The plcoom
returned as the egxpe wen., £1d 1 remnembered the dream as I reached thHr
a roll., I put the roll back, haviag strangely loet my appetite.

The dieshes washed and put eway without mishap, I sat down at nine
to think of what I cculd do with an idle hour or so., I am no different
than anyone else, 8o that hour of idleness seemed just as long to nme
as it would to rou. Every last drop of news was squeezed from the rad-
lo, &and I guess I must have worn out ot least two phonograph needles
and three records, There was nothing of interest in tne ncpera, 8o I
started z cozy fire with them,

I was Just making myself comforteble in an overstuffed chair,
teking potshots at a bear ruz with o cane, when the bell rang, signi-
fying the arrlvel of Sandner,

“"Good morning," I zreeted him as he popped into the room. I did-
n't have to open the door for him. Ee opens the door With his passkaey
netter than I do with the ono thet fits., I aimed the cane at him, and
pulled an imeginary trigmer. He couldn't see it,

"You nuts?" ‘that a men for ¢ reporter. No imaginction, none at
oll,

“No, I'm not nuts, and I'm not under the weother, Let's go." I
put avey the cane, jommed on my hat, holsted an umbrella, and pushed
him through the dcor., He wos slightly quizzical,

“"Gee, I never saw a guy so anxious as you are to meet up with a
fentaey-horror author."

"I ...well, I ...oh, come on. We'rc wasting time,"

We packed ourselves into the cor and drove off. Rather I should
8oy 8lithered off, for the tires made o continuous, s8Blushy racket as
we splctterocd throuzgh docp pools of wcoter, left by the shower of tho
night bofore, I'vo never soon tho city look so downright "liquid" as
it 4id that morning.

"You're kinda nocrvous todcy, aron't yéou? Moybo you should havo
stayed in bed, huh?"

"I tell you notning is wrong with mc. Joc, nothing =t 211, I...I
Just had 2 funny drocm last night, that's 211, end it put & littlo
demper on my spiritse,

"A drcam? Whot kind of a drecam?" So I told him,

"Well, I foll =zsloep o little aftor nino 1last night. I didn't
drocm of anything unusual for awnillo, just tho usucl thing --ovonts of
the dey, thon rockot aships, followod by futurc mon, 2and cll that
stuff, Then a distinct viow bleotted out all tho othora., I scomed to bo
inviseible, but stlll able to soo 2ll +that wont on a2round mo; ond a-
round mo woe the mansion of Arthur Bristol. As the sccnc was improsscd
on my mind, +this follow 3Bristol camo out of his placo with o bulky
1lttloc bundlc sticking out of his coat whore his chost should hove
boon,

“"Thon the scono shiftcd, like droams do. Tho cuthor eppozrrod in
the offleco of somo cditor. I rcmombor piles end niles of fat manue-
scripts lcid one on ton of tho otihor on & desk. Bristol drew tho pock-
age from withln his cozt, revooling & thick monuscript., It chongod
sizc and shape scvoral ©imos whilc tho cditor powod it., The follow
borely locfod tirough the poases berfore cclling an office boy who houl..



LEPRECHAUN = = S

¢d it off to tho printer, to bec made into a book., Then ho ruechod into
his desk, drow out a fat wad of hills, and handed ther to our author
friond, who stuffocd them into an inne» pockot, Tho sccne changed and
oncc argain I was back at the mansior, Jjust in time to 8¢c Briatel rc-
chtor, Then I was lnsido too, and my all-sozing oyces took in a wolrd,
and totally impossiblec, situation., It sccms, in tho drcam, that our
author wrotc all of his storics, not by moans of a suporb imagination,
but from actual fact! His mansion was thc cntrancec to another world, a
world of torrible monaters and fiondish creaturce of cvory a8izo and
shapo, from thc dovil down to bcasts & hundrod timos morc revolting.
And all of thcec alicn centitics worc undor tho rulce and subjoct to tho
comnand of our Mr, Bristol. ‘'What ho told thom to do, thoy did, and
whon thoy did it nc deseriboé their actions, added a plot, and sold it
as "fiction". Why, hc was litorally surroundcd hy thoso fantastic hor-
rors, A4As X romombor it, ho had a baby dragon 1instcad of a dog, his
ncals worc cooked hy cro«turcs closcly rcscmbling the modorm conccp-
tion of ghouls, amd his houschold attondants -his lackoys -worc repro-
scntod as crcaturos witihh throc cycs, and goblins, and -strangcet ox
211 -vampiros.

"0f courasc this is 211 foclisnncsc. A proof of my wandcring sub--
conscious 1is the fact that tnls world-within-a-world cncompasscd a
broad acrcagce, much greoator in arca than th: confinos of hls hemc. In:
docd, such & rcalm wight well bo of cnotnor dimonsion, and wc knovw
that it 1s 211ly to ovon think of dimonsion-travel in rcality. At
yct, I'vo nover scon such a strange and scomingly roal land of drcans
boforo. And T hopc I sheall nover heave such a nightmaro again.,"

Joc laughcd long and loud, to my intensc cmbearrassment at fira-,
and grcat relicf soon after, The epirit of gloom left me, and 1 lauga-
ot mysclf, then, as tho uttor absurdncss of it struck mc,

My story had token somc time, for here we were at our objectivo,
A pgrcat, stonc structurc, blackencd by timo:; it rominded mc of the
many modicval castics I had visited, via tho movices.. Tho fecblo white
€un was lost bchind onc of the towerlins buttrcsscos,

"Son, you'd hcttor lay off milkshakos and coconut crcam plec, with
horring for suppoer.™ Joc zuffawed again as wo mountcd tho steps to the
untranco till 1 thought hc would bring the masonry tumbling cbout our
hcads, I grinncd mysclf, but I don't know why. I hatc horring,

Tho grcat, barrcn ocax trcces in the yerd, and the timeworn statucs
scattcrod about indifforcntly addod a&n cory atmospvhcre to the placc,

Szndner punched the ancicont bell and turncd to me,

"You know, Paul, 2ll kidding 28idc ebout this world-within-withe
dcmons business, this is & groat chance for mo, This folla hes ncvor
oncs granted on intervicw with the pross in all the ycars hc has bcon
srinding out his storics. I hope that .

I barcly ncard him, for I was fascinatod ag tho butlor swung opcn
the massive door. You soo, I had ncvor sccn & vampirc in full dross
before,

{the cnd)
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Thc ncext 1ssuo of LEPRECEAUN will bc out cbout tho
first of May. Wo can't tcll you what it will contain, but wo
ought to hava somo 2xecllont matorizl, and wo can promisc
that therc will bc improvements in formgt, ote. We would
likc to hcar from ovaory rcadecr, with comrcnts on what you
think of this 1ssuc, 2and suggostions 28 to how LEP could bo
inproved in any way, #1ll you writce?




e %

N oy IR cn rTﬂ AN
' \. ’k_/ \_-_’ L ‘ O, \ / ‘(‘(‘:’Y‘\\.
POy Sk
) j - o -~ P ol
-¢~£i::”(:‘fa G Y R d \ /2 S
a etre Y7

.DQV‘PW\A\'—J(E' \- 7
./' s

There is some*hing g~inr on in *he editorial policies oi woRG
fapzines, I dT88pprove. ('I went ay lawyer'.,.shout Tucker and & score
of other faneds.) "nat, you may 2%k un utter amezemernt., Tmanrirs, &
stfan being amazed. Thevy cay, Pexenbter, the efs 31 thase mage are, for
the meoat part, mere lads in k%2 _h echool, ({an ycu imegine Tusker in
Rloomington High 8chooi?) If thers 4ip something Juvenile apout tho
fanzines, we can be broad minded and overlaook auch deteils,' (Witness
the 3olarcid Ciub and the old Sun Spots.)

'Tripe', 'drooiinzgs’, etc., are what the No. 1 Florida Excentrist
would.call some fanzines, However, it is not the paid material which i
am speaking of, (WHAT paid material?) but it is some which you would
neve:* suepect of being unconventional and a weste of space and time.

I refer to the letter section in funzines. (QUICK, some bicarbon-
ate, Tucker, Shawy; and a score of othe» prominent fans have Just pass=
ed out from the shock,) If an editor would only satop to think, (with
what?) he would know that there 1s no jJusiification for typing ont
stencils, which cost 20¢, of juet readers’ 1letters, which may he
entertaining, but, unconventional.,

Don't get me wrong. I favor the readersa' sections in pro mags,
(42 you read them) for these maza could stand & 1little comment, and
have so much other material to offset these loetters that 1t doesn't
nexe much difference, And 1t alsc provides publicity; witness the
ce3des of D. B. Thompson and C. Hidliey. A pro mag prints letters, and I
Goan't make cracks,: But, in a fanzire...

Do comic megs nave letter secilons? No? Then why do fan mags? (Or
Just why ARE fan mags?) Of coursa, you sec¢ the letter soctlon, Just
onc page, in ESQUIRE. But it's for the more litorary mindod goentloman
to air his views in an Esquircly maénner, Do you soo sophistication in
a stf mag llke AMAZING or FUTURE? By tho by, how would tnc 500 gtfans
like to soe a8tf In a 8liek format lixe tho NEW YOREKTR, for instanco?
But no, instocad of drooling atout & slick stf mag in thc rocdors' sac.-
tions of various stf maga, you fars just drool about how much tho maj
stinks, shinos, or what have you?

Why doosn't Tuckor do somcthing boside just writo about oithor,
(2) himsolf, or, (b) someonc clsc? What wos tho rocson for Thompson's
lottcr~blitz in tho pro mage Just 2 shiort time 2309 Why didn't you soo
much by him in tho foanzinoa? Wwhy did I writo tho fenzines? (To got o
little publicity, you dopc,)

Now, don't jot mo wrong. You don't have to take this soriously,
Tho lotter scction has o placo ---in VOH. But if you don't agroo with
what I havo sald, you know what you can do. Writc an article, in dir-
cct opposition with what I soy, 3toert o foud with mo. Anvthing., But
agct oven, I thonk you,

. | L >
\ , ) L-.] HE T L\ ‘. '7-\\‘SK’:£\2%:?
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There was a fan,

Eis name wes unimportant. Call him Mortimer Fann, He weaa a very
unusual fan,

In his entire carreer he wrote but one lstter to a8 magazine,
That was a brief note ceongratulating théd editor of his favorite mag on
the publicetion of an especlally fine story. He was not surprised
when his letter was printed, That was because he never saw it in
print, He never so much as glanced at readers' sections,

He never joined a fan club., There were several reasons for that.
To tell the truth, he had never heard of any fan clubs, If he head
heard of one, he probably vould have thought that it wee Jjust a gang
of si1lly kidass And he weuldn't have 1liked belenging to a ¢lub where
there was eny argument ar discussion about the stories he read, Hse
never did like argumente.

He didn't know who the number one fan was, He dadn't care. The
idea of fans having numboers would have siruck him as very foollish. If
he had heard of the idecz, that 1is.

He never published a fan imag. He ncver read a fan mag. In fact,
he never hoard of a fein mag. He couldn't heve thought of a singlo
recson for the existenco of such a magazine,

On thc other hand, therc never was another fan who jot as much
enjoymont out of his hobby as liortimer did, There wee nething ho
loved &s much a8 rcading his favorite typo of fiction. Fo bouzht ov-
ory megczine in the fiold roliglously, He read and derived great
pleasurc from thae storics by tho authors he 1liiied. If thorc was on
uuthor hc dldn't carc much for, he simply didn t rcad his storilos. Ho
didn't fool that ho was gjotting gyppod, or that & magazino shouldn't
print storics by thc authors ho dislikod. For that mattor, "dislikcd"
is rathor o strons word for lortincr's fooling for thesc autilors,

Ec rcgerded  tho illustrations only 28 illustrctions. If thoy
ware rood, thet was nico; if thov weren't so good, what diffeoronco did
it mako anyway? hortimor didn't cvcn know on¢ crtist from anothor,

When he hed finished rocding his magezlnos, he put them away In
tho cttic, Occasionally, hc 1liked to ;ct thcm out and look back ovor
tho o0ld issuos, mnorhaps rercading o fow oepoclielly momorablo stories,
If the attle beecome erowdod, he threw scmo of tho mogazinos away. Ho
could havc hnd o colleection to bo cnvicd, 4if ne had ovor thought of
cequiring & rocl cecllection., He never dild, thoushe Ho woe jJust s
nppy.

Yce, hc probobly cnjoycd his hobby mor. tnan cny ton Scicnco Fle-
tlon fans put togother.

Hc wees a Westcrn Fictlion fan,

{tho cnd)
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Thc thanks for the above picec »o.s to Steve Rundall of Albany
N. Y. It is his first cppcercnece 1n en} fonzingo, Vc didn’ t think ho
would rcclly comc tarough, but if you likc this, wo'll try to 5ot somo
mor< from him. Stovo ace vsen rooding STF o lon~ timc, but Yiko Hort-
imer Fonn, he cvur bought o f"nzinc. u Just borrows mme. (Nyoo,
Stcvi, you didn t think wo mooant it whon we ecid wo'd put thoat in, did
you?

- A8 wo typc this stcnell, most of thc mimcoing is dons, ond it's

pretty bed in somc plaecs, Sorry, but we ARE improving, alrocdv,...LS




fQ

Ty 7

Important Note
Pages 13 and 14 are missing from this document.

If you have copies of them or know where we could find them,
please contact us at :

sprawllibrary@ yahoo.com
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